EAST-CENTRAL AFRICA DIVISION

MEN'’S MINISTRY LEADERSHIP
CERTIFICATION COURSE MODULE 9:

FATHERHOOD

Be watchful, stand firm in the faith,
act like men, be strong.
~ 1 Corinthians 16:13
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the MOST IMPORTANT MINISTRY
in the church because it builds...

STRONG MEN OF GOD that are

essential for building

STRONG FAMILIES that build

STRONG CHURCHES!

Blueprint for Men, Inc. 2022



Fathers...

* The most important,
and often missing, link
in this sequence!
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Purpose of this
Training Module

 To understand our role as fathers
as God has designed

* To understand how vital this
topic is for men’s ministry

* To inspire Men’s Ministry leaders
to make this a topic of study,
discussion, and application
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What is a
Father?

e A fatherisa manin
relation to his child or
children.
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c-AbbaVatePU

Father Names

Te OtosomﬁﬂCL
..in different languages FATH ER
Jesus referred to his @Va'" ?&lteT Baba

Father as Abba... daddy Q\j)erevader D
gBa,bboTad
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Walks with God

Accepts Responsibility
Characteristics Leads Courageously
of a Godly
Father..

Loves Unconditionally



The Roles
of Godly
Fathers

Priest
Prophet
King
Warrior
Servant
Builder
Lover
Friend

Counselor



Fatherhood
Survival

STOP

Lead

Medical

Communicate

Shelter

Fire

Water

Food

Wisdom, Confidence, Courage

Role model, integrity, provider, identity

Comforter, love them, love their mother

Prayer, Listen, Direct/Correct, Guide

Protection and Boundaries

Emotional Warmth

Filled with the Holy Spirit

Fortified with God’s Word
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Men are
Increasingly
Secular
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Men are
Increasingly
Disconnected
in Marriage...




Men are
increasingly
disconnected
from their

children...
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Boys Are
Struggling
More in
School




Young Men
Are Not
Maturing
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Epigenetics

* the study of changes in
organisms caused by
modification of gene
expression rather than
alteration of the genetic code
itself.

« Behaviors can change gene
expression and then can be
passed on to the next
generation.

“Harmful” (i.e., westernized) diet “Safe” (i.e., Mediterranean) diet

Fatty liver disease
Delayed aging
Low disease risk

Accelerated aging
Immune disorders
T Cancer 1
ﬂmVIDUAL 7@5
(V k:; /
\ Epigenetic

. alterations;
e.g., histone‘acetylation,
b DNA methylation

TRANSGENERATIONAL effects:
- Epigenetic reprogramming
- Gamete-carried determinants

“Obese” phenotype “Lean” phenotype

"Disease" phenotype,

increased risk of metabolic disordgrs,
type Il diabetes, cancer,

growth abnormalities etc.

"Normal" phenotype,
reduced risk of disease
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Men are
_acking
Manly

Skills
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Men are
Lacking
Direction and
Purpose
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Men are
Increasingly
Isolated
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Fathers
Are
Under
Attack!
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The Importance

FATHER INVOLVEME

Children who grow up with involved fathers:

more likely to earn mostly
A’s in school

less likely to repeat a grade
less likely to be suspended or

expelled from school

as likely to go to college and find
stable employment after high
school

less likely to have
a teen birth

less likely to spend
time in jail
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Why are men and fathers struggling?




Deficits:

Fathers are
struggling
because they
often lack

A Walk with God
Knowledge & Discipline

Guidance & Leadership

Wise Plans & SMART Goals

Brotherhood & Accountability
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FATHER WOUNDS
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The Absent Father
Wound: an ongoing
emotional, social, or
spiritual deficit ordinarily
met in a healthy
relationship with Dad that
must now be overcome
by other means.
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Results of the Absent Father
Wound:

Anger and pain
Extreme behavior
Addictions
Obsessions

An inner sense of
losthess or
incompleteness

homosexuality



8 Proactive Remedies
for the
Absent Father Wound

1. Make sure your son has
the “essentials.”

Make sure he hears...

“I love you” (affection)
“I’'m proud of you”
(affirmation)

“You’re good at”
(admiration)
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8 Proactive Remedies for the
Absent Father Wound

1. Make sure he has

A manhood vision (a manhood ceremony to seal it)

* A code of conduct (that you live by)
[Honesty, hard work, integrity, purity, dependability, chivalry]

A transcendent cause (something to live for — other than
himself)



8 Proactive Remedies for the Absent Father Wound

2. It’s never too late to “close the gap” with your son(s), no matter how
old

3. If you’re a single dad, or a dad separated from his son(s) by divorce,
or a dad who has inherited a son(s) through remarriage, seek help
and a sound strategy by reading and counseling

4. |If you're a son wounded by dad, choose to touch this wound

responsibly
By choosing to forgive your dad (Hebrews 12:9-10)

By choosing to believe in God’s justice (Romans 12:19)



8 Proactive Remedies for the Absent Father Wound

5. If you’re a son wounded by Dad, courageously seek reconciliation
with your father
 There may be separation between you and your dad that springs
from Dad’s relational shortcomings. Don’t let that stop you!
 There may be separation between you and your dad that springs
from past conflict. You need to clean it up!

6. If you're a son wounded by dad, risk asking for your father’s love
7. If you’'re a son wounded by dad, risk asking for your father’s blessing

8. If you’re a son wounded by dad, reclaim the relationship you missed
by becoming a good dad to your children



God has one
solution for
every type
of wound
we as men
might have
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