EAST-CENTRAL AFRICA DIVISION

MEN'’S MINISTRY LEADERSHIP
CERTIFICATION COURSE

Module 2.3:
Knowing

God
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It has been said that the Book of Nature

contains thepictures2 ¥ D2 RQa 6 2 NR
while the Bible contains theaptiond




What are the keys that unlock the
Book of Nature?
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wCuriosity, Awareness and Observation

wQuiet Reflection & The Holy Spirit
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wASs you study the Bible, many
symbols become evident. As you
come to understand the meaning of
symbols, your Bible knowledge will
Increase beyond your imagination
and your studies will take on a new,
fresh, and exciting experience.
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book, the book of nature, will also
begin to open its limitless storehouse
of riches with the use of these

symbols.
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excuses!
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invisible qualities his eternal power and

divine natura have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that

people are without excuse

Romans 1:20












2. God gave man the natural or
physical first so that we could better
understand the spiritual.

The spiritual did not come first, but the
natural, and after that the spiritual.

1 Corinthians 15:46






THE TABERNACLE TENT The Most Holy Place was a 15-foot (4.6-m) cube, containing only the ark

of the covenant (Ex. 25:10-22; 37:1-9). It was here that Yahweh would
descend to meet with his people in a cloud theophany (divine appearance).
The high priest could enter only once a year, on the Day of Atonement
(see note on Heb. 9:7).

The entire tent was 45 feet (13.7 m) long, 15 feet (4.6 m) wide, and 15
feet (4.6 m) high. It was a wooden skeletal structure, overlaid with gold,
with no solid roof or front wall (Ex. 26:15-29). Five wooden bars (overlaid
with gold) passed through rings attached to each frame (Ex. 26:26-30).

/ . T table for the bread-of The Holy Place of the tabernacle
= - e tent was 30 feet (9.1 m) long,
The framed structure T ———— the Presence (Ex. 25:23-30) 15 feet (4.6 m) wide, and 15

was covered by four & .
layers of cloth and

feet (4.6 m) high.
skin (Ex. 26:1-14). /
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The veil separating the Most Holy Place
from the Holy Place was made from blue,
purple, and scarlet dyed yarns woven

with fine twined linen and embroidered The veil “h f h h
with cherubim (Ex. 26:31-33). It hung on € Vel tat formed the prtrance to the

, tabernacle was similar to the veil separat-
four golden pillars. (Tgf gglc;e]rlzaomgs;ar 7d_2 4 ing the Holy Place from the Most Holy
T Sk Place, except that cherubim were not
embroidered on it. It was suspended on
five golden pillars (Ex. 26:36-37).

The altar of incense
(Ex. 30:1-5; 37:25-29)



3. The Holy Spirit gives spiritual
discernment.

The person without the Spirit does not accept
the things that come from the Spirit of God
but considers them foolishness, and cannot
understand them because they are discerned
only through the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 2:14






Teachings of Jesus
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vells spiritual truths In figures and
symbols. In parables and
comparison He found the best

method of communicating divine
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win simple language, using figures and
llustrations drawn from the natural
world, He opened spiritual truth to
His hearers, and gave expression to
previous principles that would have
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How Jesus reached the heart of His audience

wHe creatednterestby speaking of everyday
scenes, objects, and experiences which created a
mental image.

w His audience was led from listening, to thinking,

to Interpretingyet leaving them still
wondering.

w He Injected a spiritual point in a quick and

meaningful way thathspiredthem and led
their hearts to leap in quest of spiritual truth.
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wEnlightened minds
wStrength of character






4. At best we have only limited
understanding of spiritual things while
here on earth.

For we now see through a glass, darkly; but
then face to face: now | know In part; but then
shall I know even as also | am known.

1 Corinthians 13:12












5. Look beyond that which is seen
(temporal) to that which Iis unseen
(spiritual/eternal).

While we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen: for
the things which are seen are temporal; but
the things which are not seen are eternal.

|l Corinthians 4:18
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w The unselfishness and generosity seen in the flow of energy
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wNothing lives unto itself except for the selfish
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Key #3 Curiosity, Awareness and
Observation







Key #4 Quiet Reflection &
The Holy Spirit
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wGod Is speaking to your heart!
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