EAST-CENTRAL AFRICA DIVISION

MEN'’S MINISTRY LEADERSHIP
CERTIFICATION COURSE Module 11

Building
Community

Be watchful, stand firm in the faith,
act like men, be strong.
~ 1 Corinthians 16:13
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Community vs.
|solation

Elephants and humans are created to live in
community. The strongest man and the
strongest elephant are vulnerable when

alone.
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Samson and
Delilah

The strongest man in the
world was weak whenlone
with a woman.
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David and His
Mighty Men

The mightiest warriowas
strong when he was with his
mighty men.
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David and
Bathsheba

And this same mighty warrior
was weak when he was alone.
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FACT:

Men are
iIncreasingly
Isolated, lonely,
and at risk.
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FACT:

Men are
strongerwhen
surrounded by
other good men
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Me nos
Ministry

Isa Christcentered,
relationship-based
discipleship program that
builds strong men of God
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Strong Men
of Godeé

are builtby healthy
relationships in healthy
communities,not in
Isolation




Community

Communityis a feeling of
fellowshipwith others, as a
result of sharing common
attitudes, interests, and
goals.
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Fellowship

Afriendlyassociation, especially

with people who share one's
Interests

Passie
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Brotherhood

An association, society, or

community of people linked by a
common interest, religion, or trade

Active mission
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Friend

A person whom one knows and
with whom one has a bond of
mutual affection, typically
exclusive of sexual or family
relations.
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Trust

Trust Is the foundation of healthy
AYUSNILISNBRZ2Y Il tnd NB
trust takes time to develop.

Compare trust levels in Fellowship,
Brotherhood, and Friendship.
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Trusting
Relationship
with God

It isdifficult to have a healthy
trusting relationshipwith God
without havinghealthy trusting
relationships with other human
beings.

Men strugglemore with their
relationshipwith God than
women do. Does lack of trust
Influence this?
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Lessons From Godos Hand
Building Healthy Relationships within a Healthy Community
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Yet you, Lord, are our Fathée are theclay,you are the
potter; we are all the work of your hand. Isaiah®4:
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The
Creating
Hand
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The
Loving
Hand
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The
Healing
Hand
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The
Serving
Hand
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The
Sacrificing
Hand

Blueprint for Men, Inc. 2022



The
Teaching Hand

¢tKS KIFIYR U0SI OKSa d
1. COMMUNITY

Aln Family
An Church
AIn Business

2. INDIVIDUALS
A Spouse
A Children
A Friends




The Gospel
Hand of Fellowship

Building Men, Building Community
OpenHand

Closed Hand

Open Hand

Thumb

Index Finger

Middle Finger

Ring Finger

Pinky

Helping Hand
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1.
The Open Hand

ABirth
ADependent & Trusting
APsalm 13:5

But | trust in your unfailing love;
my heart rejoices in your salvation.
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2.
The Closed Hand

AGrowing Up
APain & Withdrawal
Alsolation
AProverbs 18:1

A man who isolates himself seeks his own
desire; He rages against all wise judgment.
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3.
The Open Hand

ABrokenness
AAcknowledge My Need

Al love you just the way you are
Alsaiah 41:10

Fear notfor amwith you;

Be not dismayed, fordm your God.

| will strengthen you,

Yes, | will help you, 5
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4,
The Thumb

AEncouragement
AMy True ldentity
AYou can do this!
A1l John 3:22

Beholdwhat manner of love the Father has
bestowed on us, thatve should be called children
of God!

A1 Thessalonians 5:11

Therefore comfort each other and edify one
another, just as you also are doing.
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5.
The Index Finger

ADirection & Correction
AHumble & Teachable
AAccepts Responsibility
ALet me show you the way!
AProverbs 9:10

G ¢ Re&r of thelorbisthe beginning of wisdom,

And the knowledge of the Holy Omeunderstanding
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The Middle Finger
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AThe enemy is the accuser

AListen to my voice

ARev 12:10

Then | heard a loud voice saying in

heaven b 2 ¢
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kingdom of our God, and the power of His
Christ have come, for the accuser of our
brethren,who accused them before our God
day and night, has been cast down.
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7.
The Ring Finger

ALove Unconditionally =
ACommitment & Follow Through'
AGalatians 6:9

Andlet us not grow weary while doing good, for i
due season we shall reafpwe do not lose heart.
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8.
The Pinky Finger

AServes Humbly
AStrength in weakness
A2 Corinthians 12:30
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0.
The Helping Hand

AHelping others
AFruit of the Spirit E
AThe pinky pulls it all together
AMatthew 25:4045

Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as yoduitciol
one of the least of these My brethren, you
diditi 2 aSdQ
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Building Community:
One -on -One
Prayer of Blessing

Affirmation
Direction
Challenge
Commitment
Strength
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Prayer of Blessing

1. The Thumb of Affirmation

Dear Father in Heaven, | thank you for giving me
, to be my life companion. She in my
most cherished possession here on this earth.
She is truly a priceless treasure. And yet, as
much as | love her, | know that you love her
much more than | ever could. You have known
her since she was conceived. You knit her
123STUKSNI AY KSNJ Y2(KS
with incredible talents and gifts. May she know
you and praise you all the days of her life. May
she know hetrue identityA Yy € 2 dzd { K §
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Prayer of Blessing

2. The Index Finger of Direction

Today, as she goes through her day,
YIé &KS KSINJIYR 1
YLt £2A0S¢0 al e
and follow your guidance. May she give
clear and patient direction to our
children, training them up in the
Instruction of the Lord. May | listen to
her voice of wisdom as she also hears
my voice of reason. May she hear your
direction from
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Prayer of Blessing

3. The Middle Finger of
Challenge

During theday my wife may hear
negatlve seHalk I\(Izm%(ers)_,_thatA ,
OZ2ZYSa TNZR UKS ©
May she take these destructive
thoughts caﬁtlve and replace them
with the truth of your word. May
she keep these thoughts down
with the thumb of encouragement
because she kngws who shge is in
e2dzX | RIF dzZaKU SNJ
more than a conqueror!
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Prayer of Blessing

4. The Ring Finger of
Commitment

Today | know that my wife is tired
and at times may feel like giving
up. May she firmly believe that
%/ou will not give up on her and
hat as her husband | will not give
up on her either. | will never leave
her or forsake her. And because of
these assurances may she be
resolute in her commitment to you
Lord, our marriage, and our
children.
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Prayer of Blessing

5. The Pinkyringerof Strengh

| know that my wife has been
struggling wit . May she see
%our strength being made perfect in

er weakness. May this be her
testimony as she grows in her faith
and trust in you. Today may she be
filled with your Holy Spirit and _
produce a bountiful crop of the fruit
of love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, and setntrol.
May she feel the embrace of your
loving arms today. Amen
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How Can You
Build a
Community of
Men?

A Large Eventshat create
emotional and inspiration
experience, shorterm

A Small Groupshat offer
Interpersonal relationships and
personal development, lonrtgrm
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Building
Community:
EVENTS




Building
Community:
Events

Biblical Model

Allthe men of Israel were tgather togetherthree
UAYSa SOSNE eS| NX

1. Feast of Unleavened Bread/Passover
Feast of Weeks/Pentecost

3. Feast of Tabernacles/Day of Atonement (Exodus
23:1417).

These gatherings corresponded with the harvest of
crops and pointed to the futurbarvest of souls
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Building CommunityON -ON -ONE




Keys toBuilding a
Community of
Authentic Men

A Show men Christ vs Fix their behavior
A LongTerm,LowPressure
A Relationship Based Versus Task Oriented
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Building Community:
SMALL GROUPS

A{YIff DNRdzLJA t NP DA RSK
A Sanctuary
A Worship
A Brotherhood
A Discipleship
A Education
A Accountability
A Serving
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The Relational Diamond
by Minner Labrador

The small group experience can
be described in what we call the
relational diamond.




First Base

This Is the acquaintance level.
Men begin to accept one
another. Romans 15:7.

1 The goal at this level is
trusting one another
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Second Base

1 This is the level where men
begin to see themselves as
friends.

1 Men begin to encourage one
another. Hebrew 3:13.

1 The goal at this level is
confidence in one another.




Third Bas e

1 This is the level where men
begin to see themselves as
brothers in Christ.

1 Men begin to exhort
(admonish) one another.
Colossians 3:16.

1 The goal at this level is to
create a sense of
accountability in love.




Home Base

1 This is the level where men
begin to move towards
leadership and ministry
iInvolvement in the homes and
other opportunities.

1 Men begin to experience
Christian maturity in building a
Christlike character. (Romans
8:28-29).

f The goal at this level is to coach
another team such as family and
friends.




SMALL GROUPS DEFINED

Meet weekly for a minimum of 1 hour

Consist of a minimum of 4 men

Group follows a discipleship/manhood curriculum

Men develop a personalized manhood plan for accountabllity
Men must demonstrate commitment and confidentiality

Has a clear leader that communicates weekly

Engage in periodic activities that build brotherhood

Serves their church and community in tangible ways
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Building
Community
The Survival Metaphor ? ¢ &b

As a leader you would be wise to follow this
priority list to meet the needs of your men.

1. ST.O.R.

Medical
Communication
Shelter

Fire

Water

Food

Get Everyone Home!
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6 Expectations
for Men in Small
Groups

Men grow best when there are
clear expectations and
accountability from the leader.

Thislist of expectations comes
from the Morning Summit habit

builder guide.
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A Man's Guide to Peak Performo;‘.;
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1. Discussion Rule:
MANAGE YOUR
CONVERSATION

1 Everyone participates, no individual should
dominate the conversation.

1 When you are silent you are agreeing, so
speak up if you have something to add.

1 Listen completely to understand the lesson
and othersd6 perspecti Ve

7 Dondét interrupt other r
them complete their thoughts.

17 When you disagree, do so respectfully, and
consider using statemen
respectfully disagree. o

1 Speak to the topic at hand, by guiding your
mind and words.
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2. Personal Rule:
MANAGE YOURSELF

7 Expect challenge and
okay if someone disagrees with you.

1 Show up and be present by monitoring
how you use electronic devices.

7 Communicate to the group when you
are unable to attend.

1 Be willing to be held accountable and
admit when you are wrong.

7 Grow in transparency and authenticity.
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3. Confidentiality Rule:
MANAGE CONFIDENTIALITY

7 What is shared in the group stays in
the group, but feel free to share your
positive feelings about the group
outside of the group.

1 Your wife needs to know about you,
not other members, so share your
faults not others, but never a
confidential statement with another
man.
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4. Focus Rule:
MANAGE TIMELINESS

1

Respect the agenda by staying on
topic and not digressing.

Stay engaged by writing down stray
thoughts or questions that could take
the group down a different direction
than the focus for the time.

Be present and ready to start and end
on time.
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5. Spirituality Rule:
MANAGE YOUR
DISCIPLINE

s Read your Bible regularly.
s Pray daily.

s Take responsibility for your
spiritual health and growth.
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6. Action Rule:
APPLY WHAT YOU
LEARN

¢ Establish an action item for
yourself each week.

v Take notes your way, and
practice this as a pattern.

v Participate in the discussion.



